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AT EVANSTON 
— Here the ses- 
sions of the Sec- 
ond Assembly of 
the World Coun- 
cil of Churches 
will be held next 
August. Top pict- 
ure shows the in- 
terior of McGraw 
Memorial Hall 
and the lower 
picture shows the 
entrance. For 
more about this 
meeting see 
page 5. — RNS 
Photo 














Letters to the Editors 





Dislikes Attack on Ministers’ Vows 





‘*| Must Protest’’ 


TO THE OUTLOOK 

It is not my intention to enter the present 
Union controversy that is plaguing your be- 
loved church in the South but when some 
who oppose the reuniting of our Presbyterian 
family stoop to the low level of questioning 
the sincerity of my ordination vows, and 
those of all my fellow-ministers of the North, 
then I must protest. 

How very foolish will some ministers and 
elders become in order to gain a few unin- 
formed followers to their cause? Do these 
people really believe that such unworthy and 
untrue utterances will win any thinking and 
informed person to them? Can they possi- 
bly believe that such tactics will ever win 
for their efforts the blessings of the Lord 
and Savior they profess to serve? 

I shall be happy at any time and any 
place to compare my beliefs with any group 
who are claiming that we of the North are 
something other than followers of the Christ 
in our Presbyterian family. 

S. McMASTER KERR. 

Warsaw, Ill. 


Would Be Out-Voted 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

. Why should the Southern Presbyterian 
Church become a minority stockholder in a 
concern, knowing that it would be out-voted 
by a large majority? Why should the 
Southern Presbyterian Church's program be 
jeopardized by union with the Northern 
Church, which is out of sympathy with many 
of the problems of the Southern Church? 
Why should the Southern’ Presbyterian 
Church fall into the ranks of a ‘‘dictator- 
ship’’ and lose its ‘‘democratic’’ church gov- 
ernment’ ‘ 

So far as I can see THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK is supported almost entirely by 
those favoring Union, and is edited and 
supervised by those who seek something 
other than the Glory of God and the propa- 
gation of the Christian gospel of redemptive 
love and soul-saving. ... 
W. J. BUCHANAN. 
Waynesboro, Va. 


e@ EDITORS: For an effective answer to 
these questions, see ‘‘Preserving Our Distine- 
tive Work and Testimony,’”” by James E. 
Bear (OUTLOOK, May 4). 


He Scratched His Head 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

‘ Your front picture on your 
August 17 issue was bad enough. We lay- 
men believe earnestly in ‘‘Equal but Sepa- 
rate’’ rights, nor can you quote any biblical 
verse to disprove this? You could be quoted 
hundreds of reasons of the dangers. 

Your 2% columns (letters to the editors) 
“There Was a Tragedy—Who Was Respon- 
sible’’ (Oct. 12)—just what was the point? 
Just what are you driving at? The entire 
article was as totally biased and far from 
facts as the case could be in regard to the 
auto accident, the cause, result, and the 
aroused township. I can easily charge off 
the rest of the letter as having the same 
type of lame-brain manipulation. But why 
do you insist on making an issue of such? I 
wonder. 

Your 


page 


October 26 issue: “The Catholic 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered 


ary, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2- 


Church and Segregation.’’ Just what are 
you after here? Shall we become Catholics? 
Like a lot of laymen, I just scratch my head 
and wonder how you are going to win souls 
and converts, hold fast to those we have, 
and at the same time create a terrific friction 
amongst all church members. Whoever gave 
the Bishop of Raleigh the notion that my 
good colored friends (and I have hundreds) 
want any such assimilation? There may be 
a few publicity seekers in both races who 
advocate such, but not the mass of better 
thinkers. It occurs to me that the Bishop 
got his orders from the boys ‘‘upstairs.’’ 
You might be getting the same orders... . 
Try getting around and contacting the lay 
members. They are interested in ‘Spiritual 
Enrichment.”’ 
G. FRANK COTHRAN, JR. 
Selma, Ala. 


WHY? 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


Doubting that THE OUTLOOK is read by 
many Catholics, it seems to me that you 
wasted considerable space in the October 26 
issue in printing ‘‘The Catholic Church and 
Segregation."" On the one hand, could you 
not have reported as news the action of the 
Bishop of Raleigh in fewer words of your 
own’?* On the other hand, if you purpose 
was to present a Christian viewpoint regard- 
ing segregation, could it not have been done 


better without a mixture of the Catholic 
heresy pertaining to the authority of the 
church? Such heresy was obvious through- 


out the article itself, and particularly in the 
demand of the Bishop that his words be 
read in the churches of his diocese on a 
designated Sunday. 
THOMAS B. HOOVER. 
Columbia, S. C. 


@ EDITORS — We thought our readers 
would do well to know what Roman Catholics 
are saying and doing about this matter. 
Furthermore, we do not require that we be 
in perfect agreement with every line or even 
every article that we carry in these columns. 


He Liked It 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

: I was particularly interested in the 
article, ‘‘The Catholic Church and Segrega- 
tion’’ (Oct. 26). It was a splendid letter and 
I congratulate you on printing it. 

I would appreciate a number of reprints of 
this, or some extra copies if they are avail- 
able. ... 

T. H. MeDOWELL. 

Oklahoma City, Okla. 


High Compliment 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

My good Presbyterian friends have 
paid me a high compliment in publishing 
this letter (‘‘The Catholic Church and Seg- 
regation’’ Oct. 26) and I do hope it will 
redown to the benefit of all your good mem- 
bership not only on the question of race but 
on the larger question of that greater unity 
that all Christians should have in Christ... . 

VINCENT S. WATERS, 
Bishop of Raleigh. 
Raleigh, N. C. 


Disagrees ... But 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 
I am sure that you know I am in violent 
disagreement with some of your emphases. 


Also the way you slant news. 


Say 


you have an excellent paper. 
much stimulating material. 


But—I must 
You have 
I have no inten. 


tion of quitting subscribing. 
In fact, this (enclosed payment) brings me 


further along on my 


have been for years. 


subscription than | 


HASTILY BUT CORDIALLY... 





THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying— 


Let Presbyterians Reunite* 


(Continued from last issue) 


Wm. C. Dinwiddie 
Covington, La. 


Mr. & Mrs. Gordon A. 
McPherson 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Donald Doss 
Newcomerstown, 
Ohio 


J. K. McDivitt, Jr. 
Steubenville, Ohio 


Chas. W. Fulton 
Steubenville, Ohio 


Paul Beighley 
Waynesburg, Ohio 


Roy V. Chapin 
Germano, Ohio 


S. J. L. Crouch 
Clemson, S. C. 


Daniel A. Baker 
Dallas, Texas 


Mr. & Mrs. J. F. Me- 
Adoo 


Dallas, Texas 


Jerry M. & Helen 
Shaw Newbold 
Monticello, Ark. 


Jack & Phyllis 
Radford, Va. 


Ewart 


Add My Nome ................ 


Stree? & Number ............ 


J. E. Wallace 
Jackson, Miss. 


A. S. Moffett 
Tampa, Fla. 


Walker L. 
Jr. 
Mary E. Shewmaker 


Mr. & Mrs. Frank D. 
Frederic 


J. Stanley White 
Memphis, Tenn. 


Wellford, 


J. Clyde Plexico, Jr. 
Seneca, S. C. 


Ben C. Milner 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Mr. & Mrs. Henry W. 
Quinius 

Leonard G. Boswell 
San Antonia, Texas 


Amelia F. Lehman 
Muskegon, Mich. 


David B. Walthall 
Richmond, Va. 


Mr. & Mrs. H. Grady 
Moore 
Martinsville, Va. 


John W. Mahoney 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


City, Zome, Slate ........c.scrcecsosconcscsecerncscscsncensonessccoo 


*A copy of the pamphlet, Left Presbyterian: 
Reunite! summarizing an editorial series, with 
more than 140 signatures, will be sent free o 
charge for a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 
Or, 25 for 25c; $1 per 100. 
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USA LEADERS SCORE PROBE METHODS 


Presbyterian General Council Points to Danger to Basic Rights 


New York (RNS)—The General Coun- 
cil of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. has expressed its ‘‘deep concern”’ 
that preoccupation with the menace of 
Communism may leave the United 
States open to the evil of Fascism, 

Declaring that a ‘‘fanatical negativ- 
ism” is developing in regard to Com- 
munism, the council said that ‘‘this ne- 
gativism is in danger of leading the 
American mind into a spiritual vacuum.” 

“Our national house, cleansed of one 
demon, would invite by its very empti- 
ness, the entrance of seven others,’’ it 
said. ‘In the case of a national crisis 
this emptiness could, in the high sound- 
ing name of security, be occupied with 
ease by a Fascist tyranny.”’ 

“The demagogue, who lives by propa- 
ganda,’ the statement said, ‘“‘is coming 
into his own on a national scale.”’ 

The warning was contained in a 2,500- 
word ‘‘Letter to Presbyterians’’ sent to 
the two and one-half million members of 
the denomination through its 8,000 local 
congregations and 250 presbyteries. 

Dr. John Mackay, moderator of the 
General Assembly, prepared the state- 
ment with the assistance of the other 32 
council members, including three former 
moderators. 

Dr. Mackay, president of Princeton 
Theological Seminary, said here this 
was the first time in many years that a 
statement on such broad issues had been 
issued between annual sessions of the 
General Assembly, indicating ‘‘our deep 
concern with certain things happening in 
our national life and in the international 
sphere.”’ 


While the statement is intended pri- 
marily for Presbyterians, it noted that 
“the citizens of this country, and those 
in particular who are Protestant Chris- 
tians, have reason to take a grave view 
of the situation which is being created 
by the almost exclusive concentration of 
the American mind upon the problem of 
the threat of Communism.”’ 


“Under the plea that the structure of 
American society is in imminent peril 
of being shattered by a satanic con- 
Spiracy, dangerous developments are 
taking place in our national life,’ the 
Statement went on. ‘‘Favored by an 
atmosphere of intense disquiet and su- 
Spicion, a subtle but potent assault upon 
basic human rights is now in progress. 


‘Some Congressional inquiries have 
revealed a distinct tendency to become 
inquisitions. These inquisitions, which 
find their historic pattern in medieval 
Spain and in the tribunals of modern 
totalitarian states, begin to constitute a 
threat to freedom of thought in this 
country. Treason and dissent are being 
confused. The shrine of private judg- 
ment, which God alone has a right to 
enter, is being invaded. 

“Un-American attitudes toward ideas 
and books are becoming current, At- 
tacks are being made upon citizens of 
integrity and social passion which are 
utterly alien to our democratic tradition. 
They are particularly alien to the Prot- 
estant religious tradition which has been 
a main source of the freedoms which 
the people of the United States enjoy.”’ 

As “something still more serious,”’ 
the statement stressed that ‘‘a great 
many people, within and without our 
government, approach the problem of 
Communism in a purely negative way.”’ 

“Communism, which is at bottom a 
secular religious faith of great vitality,”’ 
it said, ‘“‘is thus being dealt with as an 
exclusive police problem,’’ and this ne- 
gativism may lead to an emptiness that 
could be ‘occupied with ease by a 
Fascist tyranny.”’ 

The statement declared that ‘‘God’s 
sovereign rule is the controlling factor 
in history,’’ and added that because of 
this fact ‘Communism as a solution of 
the human problem is foredoomed to 
failure.’’ 

Observing that ‘‘a post-Communist 
mood’’ is actually being created in many 
parts of Europe and Asia, the statement 
called for efforts ‘‘to deepen that mood.”’ 

‘‘Let us explore afresh the meaning of 
mercy and forgiveness,’’ it said, ‘‘and 
recognize that both can have social and 
political significance when they are sin- 
cerely and opportunely applied.’’ 


Support Conference Method 


The statement urged that the United 
States should ‘‘always be ready to meet 
around a conference table with the 
rulers of Communist countries,’’ and 
warned against the ‘‘cynical attitude’’ 
in certain official circles toward a nego- 
tiated solution of major issues. Direct 
personal conference is ‘‘God’s way’’ of 
settling differences, the statement said. 


Cleveland Meeting 
Asks Resistance to 
Tyranny and War 


Sessions Urge Churches 
Create Climate of Peace 


Cleveland (RNS)—The National Study 
Conference on the Churches and World 
Order urged churches to support resist- 
ance to the expansion of Soviet totali- 
tarianism and to help prevent a third 
world war. 

The plea was made in a ‘‘message to 
the churches’ adopted by the confer- 
ence at its sessions here. The meeting 
was sponsored by the National Council 
of Churches, 

The United States must be prepared, 
the message stated, not only to utilize 
all its resources to meet the twin threats 
of tyranny and war but pursue measures 
that may create a climate conducive to 
the establishment of peace and justice 
throughout the world. 

Although declaring that reconciliation 
between the free world and the Soviet 
was not impossible, the message ac- 
knowledged that ‘fundamental differ- 
ences and mutual lack of confidence 
seemingly offers no immediate hope of 
reconciliation.”’ 

The United States was urged to press 
for the largest practicable degree of dis- 
armament through the United Nations. 


To Ease Tensions 


It also was urged to seize every op- 
portunity to ease, even temporarily, the 
tensions now existing. The message 
stressed that such measures ‘do not 
mean moral acquiescene to Soviet tyr- 
anny and cruelty or indifference to sub- 
jugated peoples behind the Iron Cur- 
tain.’’ 

Churches were urged ‘“‘to help the 
nation to face up to its new responsibil- 
ity to the world” and at the same time 
to restrain reckless uses of this power. 

The United States should also ‘‘soberly 
welcome advice and criticism from 
friendly nations cooperating with us,” 


The Presbyterian leader called upon 
the churches to support the United Na- 
tions as the ‘‘best available agent for 
international cooperation and settlement 


of disputes among nations.”’ 








the message said, ‘‘and avoid losing 
patience with partner nations that also 
serve as instruments of judgment on our 
national action.”’ 

Recognizing that powerful groups 
within the United States are moving the 
nation toward international cooperation, 
the message warned against other forces 
that are trying to impel the nation to- 
ward isolation and withdrawal. 

Turning to the internal security of the 
nation, the message held that U, S. 
policy makers must be backed by an 
informed and courageous public opinion. 
At the same time, it was pointed out, 
there is a danger that Americans anx- 
iously seeking security will fail to keep 
in mind the difference between security 
from real spies and a false security 
from dissenters. 


Demagogues are trying to exploit 
fears, stir up suspicion and strifle free 
discussion while masquerading as su- 
perpatriots, the message stated. 

This is real un-Americanism, it added, 
and it is leading America’s friends 
abroad to wonder what American free- 
dom means. 


The message concluded with the state- 
ment that a major task of the churches 
is to testify to the moral truth that na- 
tional self-interest is not enough. 


Generous cooperation and mutual crit- 
icism are a major source of strength, it 
pointed out, and U. S. national self- 
interest must be defined broadly enough 
to include the interests of other nations 
and peoples, including those America 
now considers to be hostile. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here from a radio-telephone panel are Connolly C. Gamble 
and James Appleby of the faculty of Union Seminary in Virginia and I. 8S. McElroy, 
South Atlantic secretary of the American Bible Society. 


BEING A CHRISTIAN OUTSIDE THE 
CHURCH 
If a man has a personal faith and 
belief but is not a church member can 
he be saved? 

GAMBLE: There are many different 
kinds of faith and belief. I take it that 
the person is raising this question, Can a 
person be a Christian outside the 
church? Down through the ages the 
answer of the church has been con- 
sistently that ordinarily it is impossible 
for a person to be a Christian outside of 
the church. Perhaps there are some 
exceptions but they serve to prove the 
usual rule. The real question is what 
does it mean to be a Christian? Appar- 
ently the questioner felt that to be a 
Christian was to be saved, but salvation 
means a great many things. It means 
at least that a person has received into 
his life the love of God in such a way 
that that love flows out into the com- 
munity around him. He has become a 
part of the Body of Christ, a part of the 
church. If God’s love is coming into 
his life, then surely he wants to have a 
place in God’s church as the instrument 
through which that love is spread. As 
an example: It is possible for a person 
to subsist on a minimum diet, but most 
of us want more than the bare essen- 
tials in this world. In the same way it 
is possible for a person to subsist on a 
minimum spiritually, but surely every- 
one wants the abundant life of which 
Christ spoke. 

MODERATOR: So you say that ordi- 
narily if you want to find a Christian 
you would look for him to be identified 
with the Christian fellowship. 

McELROY: It seems to me that per- 
haps there is a pretty narrow view of 
what it means to be saved in that ques- 


7 


tion. I think we ought to think of salva- 
tion not as just being saved from sin, 
saved from hell, but rather we are 
saved, we are transplanted into the 
kingdom of God’s love. We are saved 
for something. We are brought into the 
family circle if we are saved, so that, it 
seems to me, we can’t be filled with 
love, which is salvation, and not love 
the brethren. 


APPLEBY: I’m glad Dr. McElroy 
said what he did about being saved. I 
think most people have entirely too nar- 
row a conception about what’s meant by 
that word. They think of it as strictly a 
legal transaction. One minute you are 
going to hell, the next minute you are 
going to heaven. One minute you belong 
to the devil, the next minute you be- 
long to God. There may be a certain 
amount of truth in that, of course, if 
taken in a sense, but the very origin of 
the word is significant. The word in 
the Greek means to make whole, it 
means to be healthy in the full sense 
and meaning of the word, it means to 
have light and heat and power in the 
kind of world we live in, it means that a 
person is so transformed in his whole 
nature that he is not content unless he 
is in a society that is also engaged in 
the business of transforming the world 
around him. A question like this sounds 
all right in theory but it just doesn’t 
work out in practice. We need to re- 
member that in a real sense one is 
saved only as he himself becomes a 
part of a society that’s saved, that’s 
being saved, that’s transformed the 
world around him, 

McELROY: The church is the body 
of Jesus Christ. Now does a man want 
to be saved outside of the body of Jesus 
Christ? 





Churchmen Urge U. S. 


Persist In Negotiation 


Cleveland (RNS) —A plea that the 
United States government persist in ne- 
gotiation as the best method of settling 
international disputes was made by the 
National Study Conference on _ the 
Churches and World Order in resolutions 
adopted at its final session here. 

They also urged the United States to 
work with the United Nations toward 
disarmament and asked more help for 
refugees and more technical assistance 
to less developed lands. 

In a move interpreted as a slap at 
the proposed Bricker amendment, the 
delegates went on record as opposed to 
any constitutional amendment that would 
hamper our government in carrying for- 
ward a responsible foreign policy. 

The Conference also asked that the 
McCarran-Walter Immigration and Na- 
tionality Act be amended, saying its 
provisions are ‘‘restrictive’’ and ‘“‘not 
in harmony with basic American prin- 
ciples.”’ 

Better distribution of surplus foods at 
home and abroad also was called for by 
the delegates. 


Longwood-H-Sydney 
—No Billets-Doux 


Although the president of Longwood 
College (Farmville, Va.) lifted the ban 
on dates with Hampden-Sydney students 
in time for the homecoming celebration 
(OUTLOOK, Oct. 26), the repercussions 
following the midnight ‘‘panty raid’’ of 
Longwood’s dormitories did not die down 
quietly, 

Hampden-Sydney student government 
Officials conformed to the demands made 
by President Lancaster of Longwood and 
students who participated in the raid 
were disciplined, but a week or so later 
Longwood’s faculty adopted a _ resolu- 
tion which indicated that everything had 
not been done which Longwood, at least, 
thought proper. 

A unanimously-adopted statement at 
Longwood (in which the president was 
not involved) pointed out that neither 
Hampden-Sydney’s administration, fac- 
ulty nor student body had made “any 
public expression of disapproval’’ of the 
raid. Instead, said the faculty letter, 
the student newspaper had sharply crit- 
icized President Lancaster and _ had 
carried a description of the raid which 
“went beyond the bounds of common 
decency.”’ 

No Hampden-Sydney representatives 
would comment on the letter or the 
Longwood suggestion that some state 
ment of disapproval be made. The fol- 
lowing week Hampden-Sydney officials 
released a copy of a one-sentence reply 
to Longwood which simply acknowl 
edged receipt of the letter. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ Three attitudes on the doctrine of the Second Coming 
of Christ will likely be an important factor next Summer 


Looking Toward Evanston 


NOTE: At the conclusion of Dr. 
Van Dusen’s ‘article last week he 
pointed to three attitudes which 
Christians hold in regard to ‘“Chris- 
tian Hope.” Now he describes 
these points-of-view.—Eds. 


OME feel that the whole of 

Christian Hope must be stated 
in terms of this so-called “ultimate 
eschatological hope.” It was, they 
point out, the very essence of the 
early church’s hope for the world; 
it is voiced in ringing affirmations 
in the Christian creeds; it has been 
held by most of the great Chris- 
tians through the centuries. If we 
are to be true to the Bible, it is 
THE Christian Hope today. 

Thus, the chairman of the Ad- 
visory Commission of distinguished 
theologians who were asked to pre- 
pare the churches for their partic- 
ipation in the Evanston Assembly 
began their first report with this 
declaration: “It is especially of 
his (Christ’s) Lordship over the 


‘future that the Assembly is called 


to speak. There is special need 
today to remind the church and 
the world that the Christ who has 
come and who is with us, is also 
he who is to come.” 

And the chairman of the com- 
mission, in presenting it, explained, 
“It is essential that we recover a 
sense of the great hope which is 
involved in the simple statement of 
the Apostles’ Creed: ‘He shall 
come again.’ ... The health of the 
church depends upon our ability to 
say with our whole heart: ‘Thy 
second coming we await.’ ” 

Others, while affirming that 
Christ will come again, to bring 
history to its end and fulfillment, 
maintain that this expectation by 
no means embraces the whole of 
Christian Hope. For them, impor- 
tant elements of the hope of Chris- 
tians, which need especially to be 
reclaimed and redeclared to a 


*President, Union Theological Semi- 
nary, New York. This address was given 
before the recent National Assembly of 
United Church Women in Atlantic City. 
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By HENRY P. VAN DUSEN* 


world and church so largely with- 
out living hope for the future, are 
found in the presence of Christ as 
a living reality and power here and 
now, and in the work of the Holy 
Spirit. Thus, President John Mac- 
kay of Princeton Seminary has re- 
peatedly insisted: 


“Is is equally native to the New Tes- 
tament so to experience the power of 
the living Christ, or of the Holy Spirit, 
that one is filled with buoyant hope con- 
cerning the possibilities in history. .. . 
This hope which is grounded upon the 
Lordship of Christ in history, and is a 
manifestation of the presence in time of 
the kingdom and its supernatural pow- 
ers, must be given equal status with the 
ultimate hope at history’s close.”’ 


Working Assumption of Many 


There is a third interpretation 
of Christian Hope. It has, thus 
far, hardly been so much as men- 
tioned in pre-Evanston discussions, 
and has no place in the reports of 
the World Council’s advisory com- 
mission. And yet it is safe to sug- 
gest that it is, in fact, the working 
assumption of large numbers of 
Christians in this country. It does 
not disavow the large place which 
the hope of Christ’s second coming 
had in the world-view of the first 
Christians. But it points to the 
fact that they anticipated the im- 
mediate return of Christ, and that 
that expectation was not fulfilled 
(in using the Biblical passages to 
refer to a second coming at some 
future indefinitely removed, we are 
not being really true to them). 
And it questions whether such a 
future return would really fulfill 
the centuries of history which have 
intervened and the countless mil- 
lennia which may well pass before 
the terminus of the human pil- 
grimage. 

Just as its hope for each Chris- 
tian’s future beyond death centers 
in the assurance of eternal life with 
Christ here and now in the Com- 
munity of the Saints, so it finds no 
need for fulfillment of the corpor- 


ate life of mankind in history be- 
yond the incorporation of all which 
merits preservation in the Eternal 
Kingdom of God above and beyond 
the stress and turmoil, the prog- 
ress and retrogression of man- 
kind’s pilgrimage in time and on 
earth. 

It does not deny the possibility 
of Christ’s return to end history, 
but it does not believe this expec- 
tation to be an essential element 
in Christian hope for the world; 
and it fears that concentration 
upon that ultimate hope may en- 
courage Christians to too meager 
hopes for what Christ may accom- 
plish in history here and now, too 
ready to acquiescence in the dis- 
heartenments and _ frustrations 
which characterize our age. 

Many might consider this a dis- 
proportionate emphasis upon the 
problems in connection with the 
Evanston Assembly. I have ven- 
tured to set them before you so 
fully lest ignorance of the prob- 
lems should in any way comprom- 
ise fulfillment of the promise of 
Evanston. It is this—the promise 
—which should claim our major 


attention and mould our expect- 
ancy. 


The Promise of Evanston 


It would, indeed, be bearing 
“coals to Newcastle’ to remind 
you of all that lies behind the 
Evanston Assembly — the slow, 
stumbling, largely unnoted devel- 
opments in Christian fellowship, 
cooperation and unity all through 
the Nineteenth Century—revers- 
ing the tides of history which, in 
the previous eighteen centuries, 
had swept Christians and _ their 
churches apart into ever more nu- 
merous, disparate and often antag- 
onistic fragmentations of the one 
Body of Christ; the acceleration of 
that process of coming together 
since the epoch-making World Mis- 
sionary Conference at Edinburgh 
in 1910; the enormous stimulus to 
advance resulting from the tragic 
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divisions of Christians by political 
enmities in the First World War; 
the history of the two parent- 
movements of the World Council— 
the Universal Council for Life and 
Work and the World Conference 
on Faith and Order; the resolve of 
world Christian leadership, under 
the inspired initiative of the late 
Archbishop William Temple, to 
join these two earlier ecumenical 
movements into a more inclusive 
World Council of Churches with a 
comprehensive mandate to speak 
and act in behalf of most of non- 
Roman Christendom; the project- 
ing of the World Council just on 
the eve of the Second World War; 
its amazing survival—yes, enlarge- 
ment and _ solidification—through 
the agonized formative decade of 
the Second War, and its immediate 
aftermath, the decade when the 
World Council was still technically 
only “in process of formation” and 
its members were separated again 
by the conflicts of nations; the 
formal birth of the World Council 
at the great First Assembly at 
Amsterdam in 1948; the hearten- 
ing advance, in catholicity of mem- 
bership and in scope and effective- 
ness of program, during these first 
five years. And the parallel de- 
velopments through the past cen- 
tury and a half of ever closer, ever 
more significant, collaboration in 
the Christian World Mission, and 
in the life of the younger Christian 
churches of Asia and Africa and 
Latin America and Oceania born 
of the Christian World Mission. 
That whole magnificent story—in 
the view of many sober historians, 
the most glorious chapter in the 
nineteen centuries’ chronicle of 
Christ’s church in the world— 
which Archbishop Temple sum- 
marized in words so often repeated 
—‘“the great new fact of our era— 
this world-wide Christian fellow- 
ship, this ecumenical movement— 
one great ground of hope for the 
coming days.” 


All this, we should know well. 
All this, the Evanston Assembly 
will presuppose and should build 
upon. Indeed, a simple definition 
of the task of the Assembly is: to 
appraise what has thus far been 
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achieved, and to decide what shall 
be attempted in the years ahead. 


There Are Two Tasks 


The deliberations of the Assem- 
bly will divide sharply into two 
parts, to be carried forward side- 
by-side throughout the more than 
fortnight of its meetings. 


The first is concerned with the 
work of the World Council itself. 
It must never be forgotten that 
the Assembly is, in the first in- 
stance, a legislative body, com- 
posed of those (some 600 of them) 
who have been officially chosen by 
their respective churches to voice 
the convictions and desires, the 
concerns and hopes, of those mem- 
ber-churches as to what their 
World Council should be and do. 
About half of the time available 
will be devoted to these purposes. 
The conclusions reached and deci- 
sions taken are not likely to bulk 
large in press accounts. But it 
may be questioned whether just 
here is not the greatest signific- 
ance of Evanston, as it is certainly 
the primary obligation of those 
who attend. For, upon the wis- 
dom, vision and courage of its ac- 
tions depends the promise of in- 
creasing usefulness and larger ful- 
fillment of the Intention of Christ 
by the Council in the unpredicta- 
ble, uncertain, lowering period be- 
yond. And, there are grave issues 
to be confronted, testing decisions 
to be taken. 


But, as is always the case when 
representatives of the churches 
foregather from the ends of the 
earth, it is unthinkable that the 
Assembly should confine its atten- 
tion to its own business, vitally 
important as that is. Both the 
member-churches—and the world, 
so far as the world is alive to the 
church and its voice—will expect 
so representative an assemblage of 
the leaders of Protestant and Orth- 
odox Christendom to seek to make 
themselves attentive to what God 
must be intending to say to them 
and through them, on the great 
issues in mankind’s life in the year 
1954. This latter obligation will 
command a full half of the As- 
sembly’s time and attention. 





It is planned that this part of 
the program should advance by 
two successive stages, timed 
roughly to occupy the two weeks 
of its meeting. In the first week, 
the entire membership will divide 
into some fifteen groups of about 
50 persons each, all the groups to 
focus upon the same theme—the 
so-called “Main Theme”: Christ: 
The Hope of the World. This is a 
new device in ecumenical gather- 
ings—conceived in much hope— 
hope of fruitfulness to Christian 
churches throughout the world in 
their responsibility to discover and 
declare the Christian Hope for 
men and their societies. 


Six Topics Listed 


Then, in the second week, the 
entire membership will be re-di- 
vided into six commissions, dealing 
with the implications of the Chris- 
tian Hope for six of the most vital 
issues in the church and the world 
—a familiar method, tried and 
tested by most earlier ecumenical 
conferences. 

The first of those six topics is: 
Our Oneness in Christ and Our 
Disunity as Churches. It will at- 


tempt to move one step further’ 


forward toward the resolving of 
those differences in the Faith and 
Order of the churches which are 
responsible for their denomina- 
tional divisions, building upon 
study which has been steadily in 
process for a quarter of a century. 
This subject claims an immediate 
response from those outside as 
well as within the churches; noth- 
ing is more obvious than the con- 
tradiction between Christians’ pro- 
fessed unity in Christ and their 
actual separation into multitudi- 
nous confessions and denomina- 
tions. 

The second topic—The Mission 
of the Church to Those Outside 
Her Life—has in view especially 
the estrangement of the churches 
from vast numbers among the 
working -classes and “intellect- 
uals”; but, also, the task of the 
churches to carry their gospel to 
the tens of millions in Asia, Africa 
and elsewhere who know nothing 
of Christian Faith, i. e., Evangel- 
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ism including Christian missions. 
The Responsible Society in a 
World Perspective is the third topic 
which has stood near the center of 
attention of ecumenical thought 
since the founding of the World 


Council; indeed, much earlier. 
What, if any, is the bearing of 
Christian Faith upon the complex 
and intractable problems of eco- 
nomic life and the social order? 
What, if any, is the specific role of 
the churches with respect to these 
issues? 

Ever since the last war, a Com- 
mission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, sponsored jointly 
bythe World Council and its com- 
panion body, the International 
Missionary Council, has proven an 
increasingly effective agency in 
maintaining live and multiplying 
contacts between the churches and 
such agencies of international 
order as the United Nations, 
UNESCO, etc., and has enabled 
Christian opinion to exert a not 
inconsiderable influence on certain 
crucial international issues and 
crises. These matters will be re- 
viewed in the fourth section under 
the caption: Christians in the 
Struggle for World Community. 

Strangely enough, problems of 
Racial and Ethnic Tensions have 
not, heretofore, commanded a spe- 
cial place in World Council delib- 
erations. At Evanston, they will 
furnish a fifth topic. The prepara- 
tory Commission has _ included 
churchmen—both white and col- 
ored—from such areas of acute 
racial tension as South Africa and 
our own southern states; but the 
particular problems of these areas 
will be seen within the wider con- 
text of ethnic diversities and racial 
antagonisms throughout the world. 


Where 99% Are 


The sixth and final topic takes 
cognizance of the fact that more 
than 90% of all Christians, closer 
to 99%, are lay people, that they 
spend the major part of their wak- 
ing hours in their jobs, whatever 
those jobs may be; that the 
churches have very largely failed 
to give them guidance or support 
in the baffling ethical dilemmas 
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which confront many Christians in sembly, except fraternal; member- 


their occupations; and also, that, 
if the churches expect to exert a 
significant impact upon the secular 
world, it must be exerted, not 
through the clergy but through 
the laity; not by church services 
or formal declarations but by the 
actual decisions taken by lay Chris- 
tians where they work. This topic 
—The Laity: The Christian in His 
Vocation—will, no doubt, strike 
many outside the church as an in- 
novation for a church congress; 
and will, I imagine, make a strong 
appeal to many who might other- 
wise view a church assembly with 
indifference if not disdain. 

Thus, it will be seen that the 
Evanston Assembly will cover a 
wide range of subjects—from the 
most abstruse and obscure issues 
of theology—through the churches’ 
main task of Evangelism, and the 
bearing of Christian Faith upon 
various areas of public life—to the 
most concrete and harassing per- 
plexities of individual Christians 
in their daily work. 


Call to Participate 


Lastly, the meaning of Evanston 
for those of us who may not be 
privileged to take a direct part in 
its meetings, and especially for the 
United Church Women of the 
United States. I should like to 
suggest this meaning, also, in 
terms of promise, of hope. 

To take the most obvious, but 
not the least important, first: The 
forthcoming Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches at 
Evanston offers to the United 
Church Women of America an un- 
precedented and unsurpassed op- 
portunity to lift before all the 
churchwomen of the nation the 
reality of cooperative Christianity, 
of ecumenical Christendom, and to 
claim their intelligent and active 
participation in it. 

The Evanston Assembly will be, 
of course, your assembly. By a 
strange paradox, so typical of the 
topsy-like, illogical structure of ec- 
clesiastical organizations, neither 
the National Council of Churches 
nor the United Church Women 
will have official status in the As- 


ship of the World Council consists 
solely of denominational churches; 
they alone can appoint official vot- 
ing delegates. Actually, the World 
Council is, very largely, the reality 
of the National Council projected 
on a world-scale. Indeed, the re- 
lationship is even more intimate. 
It was the experience and struc- 
ture of the American Federal 
Council of Churches which fur- 
nished the pattern for the World 
Council. More than that, it was 
cooperative Christianity within na- 
tions, and especially within the 
United States, which pioneered the 
pathway now which the World 
Council has advanced. And, in 
that development, United Church 
Women have exercised a vital role. 


Secondly, United Church Women 
have an ever keener concern, an 
ever greater stake, in what occurs 
at Evanston. Some of the issues. 
which have troubled you most in 
recent years, have caused your 
leaders, if not all your members, 
much agony of mind and heart as 
well as much exhiliration and sat- 
isfaction, as you have taken your 
places in the National Council of 
Churches are vital issues within 
the life of the World Council also 
—the role of  non-institutional 
groups and individuals within a 
body grounded firmly upon exist- 
ing denominational structures, the 
opportunity for free and prophetic 
thought and leadership in ecclesi- 
astical councils so strongly im- 
pregnated with tradition and con- 
servatism, the place of special 
memberships and bodies in the 
larger whole. As Evanston wres- 
tles with these same baffling di- 
lemmas, you may learn much for 
the larger power and usefulness of 
your own fellowship. 


But, third and last, the Evan- 
ston Assembly presents to every 
one of us the call not only to a new 
and far stronger participation in 
the present reality of Christ’s 
world-wide church, but also—and 
more important, to a fresh and far 
profounder apprehension of the 
faith by which alone the church 
can truly live and give life. 
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EDITORIAL 


Are Leaders Intimidated? 


One significant phase of Presbyterian 
union ought to be more openly recog- 
nized than it is. Some people know, or 
profess to know, about a rather wide- 
spread pattern of something like intimi- 
dation of ministers and church execu- 
tives who are in favor of union. 

As the story goes, some ministers 
were so unwise (or perhaps they did not 
realize what they were doing) as to 
meet the demands of a few insistent 
laymen when they were called to their 
present churches. These laymen, they 
say, insisted that if they accepted the 
call they were to keep silent on the 
question of such a controversial ques- 
tion as union. And these ministers, if 
the report is accurate, accepted the call 
with its restrictions. (We are wonder- 
ing where this sort of thing could end, 
what vows of silence on what subjects 
could be enforced as easily as on this 
one.) 

Now, they say, the laymen who im- 
posed the demand exercise all the free- 
dom they want—in opposition to union. 





With the minister’s witness silenced by 
an oath of honor, they take full advan- 
tage of the situation and lead in the 
propagandizing effort against union. 

We hope this report is utterly without 
foundation. We find it difficult to con- 
ceive of a minister allowing himself to 
be maneuvered into such a position, call 
or no call, regardless of the attraction 
of any congregation. If it is true that 
some have done this, they may have 
more sympathy with what history has 
come to call a Herodian vow (Mt. 14:7), 
when a dancing girl trapped a tetrarch 
into beheading John the Baptist. 

So far as agency executives are con- 
cerned, we are seeing a repetition now 
of what happened in the Federal Coun- 
cil discussions of 1947-8. Some who were 
opposed made it possible for themselves 
to be widely quoted, while those who 
favored interdenominational cooperation 
were silenced. It appears then that a 
man may be permitted if not encour- 
aged to speak up in these matters if he 
is against them, but not if he favors 
them, despite the overwhelming feeling 
of the church in favor of these steps in 
cooperation and union. 

In fact, one man was admonished by 
an opponent of union not to speak even 
as a neutral in explanation of the Plan of 
Union. Said he: ‘You are a convinc- 
ing speaker and you might help to im- 
prove the plan and I don’t want it im- 
proved.”’ 

All this serves to raise a question as to 
what place God’s prophets are called 
upon to occupy. Are they to be as reeds, 
bending in the prevailing winds of their 
parish or do they have a more enduring 
standard? Are they to lead the way to 
the will and purpose of God, or will 
they meekly follow where the crowds 
have made the approach safe enough 
for anybody to walk? 

What position in the life of our church 
are our agencies and institutions to oc- 
cupy? Are they to seek to be all things 
to all men and stand complacently on 
the platitudes, or are they to be leaders 
and pioneers as the purpose of God com- 
pels them? 

Most of these people are termed “‘spir- 
itual leaders.’’ It would seem that they 
are called this for some good reason. 
If not, we need another and more ac- 
curate name, 


Dr. Mackay, Our Thanks 


Our readers will be deeply interested 
in the news report of the Presbyterian 
USA statement ‘Concerning the Present 
Situation in Our Country and in the 
World” (Page 3). We look upon it as so 
significant that we intend to carry it 
in full at the first opportunity. Mean- 
while, the report in this issue will give 
its tenor and its temper. 

Dr. Mackay, whose leadership in this 
effort is apparent, is rendering signal 





service as a champion of our cherished 
and hard-won rights. At the Genera] 
Assembly he delivered a notable state- 
ment that was sorely needed. Then, 
when included in the J. B. Matthews at- 
tack in mid-Summer, he spoke in clear, 
ringing tones that caught the ear of our 
nation. Now he has taken the leader- 
ship in preparing a “Letter to Presby- 
terians” which ought to challenge the 
careless and awaken all of us to a 
more alert and vigilant effort to stem 
the present tide. 

We can well be grateful for this lead- 
ership. 


SY, P assing 


ABINGDON—Cokesbury’s fall and win. 

ter list of publications looks like an 
All- American Presbyterian collection. 
Featured not only by John Bright's 
prize-winning The Kingdom of God, 
Julian Price Love’s The Gospel and the 
Gospels, and Wilbur La Roe’s The 
Church We Love, announcements tell of 
these books with publication dates as 
indicated: Getting to Know God (Jan. 
11) by John A. Redhead, First church, 
Greensboro, N. C., and NBC summer 
preacher; Fire in Thy Mouth (Feb. 8) 
by Donald G. Miller of the Union Semi- 
nary (Va.) faculty; Preaching Angles 
(Feb. 8) by Louisville Seminary’s Pres- 
ident Frank H. Caldwell; and A Histori- 
cal Approach to Evangelical Worship 
(Feb. 8) by Ilion T. Jones of San Fran- 
cisco Seminary. It really reads like a 
list of OUTLOOK Contributing Editors! 
Our congratulations to these good 
friends and especially to Abingdon- 
Cokesbury. 














* * * 


ROMAN CATHOLIC reactions to two 

current movies is illuminating. The 
movies: The Robe and Martin Luther. 
In one of the Roman Catholic weeklies 
it was pointed out that all manner of 
concessions had been made so as to 
make The Robe acceptable to every- 
body. Judas was not to follow the 
theatrical Jewish prototype, the be- 
trayal money comes, not _ from 
Jewish authorities but from _ the 
Roman government and so on. All 
such things are mentioned as “the 
price to be paid if a film such as this is 
to please the largest possible number of 
people and offend the smallest.” In an 
adjoining column (without any indica- 
tion of incongruity) the Martin Luther 
film, which was not commercially pro- 
duced, is discussed. This picture, we are 
told, is going to harm religious under- 
standing. The (R©.) Legion of Decency 
marks “theological and historical refer- 
ences and interpretations which are un- 
acceptable to (Roman) Catholics.” Also, 
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@ With some implications for union... 


THE SIXTY-SEVENTH TOOTH 


By KENNETH 


“This woman is such a nuisance that 
I shall give judgment in her favor.’’— 
Luke 18:5, 


AID Mr. G. to Mr. K.: ‘She went 
downtown to have her 67th tooth 
pulled.”’ 
Said Mr. K. to Mr. G.: ‘‘That’s im- 
possible. Nobody has that many teeth.” 
Said Mr. G.: “It’s possible with her. 
She didn’t get it out, and she still has to 
have it out, and more besides. But she 
can’t stand more than one at a time 
anyway, and every time she’s gone down 
lately she gets butterflies in her stom- 
ach, and then it’s all to do over again.”’ 
Which things are true, and also a 
parable. Having a tooth out is no fun, 
but this woman had more than doubled 
her own trouble. Most of the agony, in 
these days of ingenious anaethetics, is 
in thinking about it, before and after. 
One agony before, and one after, the 
extraction of one’s legal and inherited 
32 teeth, make 64 agonies, at the out- 


side. But this poor woman had had 134 
fits already, and still the job wasn’t 
done. 


All the dread of anticipation, then 
the interior butterflies, and then the 
painful knowledge that it was still on 
the agenda. 


Some persons are fortunately fitted 
with dispositions that keep them from 
this sort of self-torture. But it is a rare 
person who doesn’t fall into it some time 
or other. That unjust judge in the para- 
ble—how much trouble he could have 
saved himself if he had done the right 
thing the first time the widow came to 
his office! How many readers of this 
page, like the writer, have some little 
job they have suffered over, these many 
months, still undone! 


ROUPS also experience the agonies 

of the 67th tooth. Here is a college 
student who is obviously no account. 
There’s a job of extraction to be done. 
But the faculty, or the committee on 
exclusions, or the dean, or somebody, 
just hates to go through the operation. 
So the boy is called on the carpet over 
and over, he is put on probation, he 
becomes a thorn in the side of the ad- 
ministration, the student body—he even 
becomes a nuisance to himself. When, 





“by presenting the Pope and the clergy 
as doing and saying things contrary to 
Catholic doctrine, the picture gives the 
impression that such is church doc- 
trine.” All depends on whose foot the 
shoe pinches. Both pictures, by the way, 
merit your attendance. 
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after a year or so, the boy is finally 
eliminated, the institution has suffered 
all the pangs, and expended all the 
energy that a dozen prompt expulsions 
would have cost them. 

Before World War II the nations out- 
side Germany could have yanked Hitler 
out, several times. He was the great 
toothache. At the time his soldiers 
marched into Alsace-Lorraine they had 
orders to retreat if the Allies stood firm. 
But the Allies had butterflies in cavities 
where stronger organs should have been 

. and the great European ache grew 
worse and worse. It would have been 
painful to stop Mussolini when he set 
out for Africa, more so to stop Hitler at 
the border of Czecho-Slovakia. 


But at the time it seemed much too 
painful to endure—so we went on and 
endured the longer agonies between 
1939 and 1945. 


It is somewhat the same in family life, 
especially in cases of discipline. Father 
and Mother want to do something about 
Willie. They both admit it, they have 
more than once decided to put a stop to 
all this, as they say. But... they hate 
to ‘‘make an issue’ of anything. They 
think of many reasons why this particu- 


In St. Louis on Reformation Day 


lar piece of mischief or impudence or 
disobedience should be let go. ‘‘Oh, it 
doesn’t matter enough.’”’ Finally, if they 
do stiffen up and make the issue plain, 
and do something effective about Willie, 
it will have cost them in mental agony 
much more than it would have cost, if 
they had done promptly what they knew 
would have to be done some time. 


VEN in churches, we may sometimes 
observe the tragic farce of the 67th 
tooth. It may be an obviously needed 
alteration in the creed; it may be a 
necessary reorganization, or a change 
in policy, or a proposal of union with 
some other denomination. The better 
mind of the church knows it should be 
done. Highly conservative churchmen 
will say it is inevitable. But the thing 
is not done. It is not simply shoved 
out of mind, that would be simple. But 
one Assembly will get as far as the 
dentist’s door, another even into the 
dentist’s chair. But then comes that 
attack of butterflies—oh, how this is 
going to hurt! Then the flight from 
reality, and it is all to do over again. 
Is Presbyterian reunion really inevita- 
ble? Like all readjustments there will 
be some pain connected with it. But if 
it is really inevitable, then let’s get on 
with it. In the past sixteen years we 
have suffered more with internal butter- 
flies than if we had gone ahead and 
been united by 1940. 
Even if it is going to be like pulling 
teeth (which is open to doubt) let’s not 
keep dragging it out to the 67th tooth. 


Fosdick Urges ‘Positive Protestantism’ 


St. Louis, Mo. (RNS)—More 12,000 
people crowded Kiel Auditorium here 
for a Reformation service and heard a 
plea by Harry Emerson Fosdick for a 
“positive Protestantism.” 

The ‘prominent clergyman, pastor 
emeritus of Riverside church, New York, 
declared that ‘the critical hour” has 
struck when Protestants must move to- 
gether if they are to move forward. 
But he urged that Protestants co- 
operate “in every area where coopera- 
tion is possible’? with Roman Catholics. 

The interdenominational meeting was 
under the auspices of the Metropolitan 
Church Federation. It was the ninth an- 
nual observance. 


The New York clergyman assailed the 
idea of “being content with negation” 
and urged Protestants to keep before 
their minds three fundamental tenets of 
Protestantism: (1) Christ is the sole 
head of the church; (2) Every soul has 
direct access to God; (3) The Bible is 
the norm of belief and the guide for 
Jiving. 

Although urging a firm stand by 


Protestants against the appointment of 
an ambassador to the Vatican and 
against the use of public funds for 
parochial schools, Dr. Fosdick asked 
for cooperation between Roman Cath- 
olics and Protestants. 

“I am as far from being a Roman 
Catholic as anybody here,” he said, “but 
still I say, for the sake of our nation and 
the world, let the best in Protestantism 
do everything possible to cooperate with 
the best in Roman Catholicism.” 

Dr. Fosdick asserted that greater ef- 
forts on behalf of the ecumenical move- 
ment should be put forth. “This hunger 
for union,” he said, “is one of the most 
consistent and imperative factors in 
Protestant history.” 

A 20-foot cross centered the stage 
from which Dr. Fosdick spoke and from 
which a 650-voice massed choir sang. 


Similar Reformation services were 
held in many cities over the country. 
Speakers stressed unity among Protes- 
tants, the relation between Protestant- 
ism and democracy and Protestantism 
as a bulwark against Communism. 








CHURCH NEWS 


Oxnam Speaks in 
Reformation Service 


Georgia News Letter 





At his Reformation Day address in 
Atlanta, Methodist Bishop G. Bromley 
Oxnam called the predominantly Protes- 
tant nations “the first bulwark against 
Communism.” He said no Protestant 
nation has been seriously infiltrated by 
communism because “Protestants stand 
for the free mind in the free society.” 
Speaking before 2,500 people in the Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium, the bishop said this 
emphasis on individual freedom has cre- 
ated ‘an atmosphere in which the Com- 
munist virus cannot live.” He said 
Protestants want ‘the same freedom for 
Roman Catholics and the Roman Catho- 
lic Church as we demand for ourselves 
and our Protestant churches,” but, he 
said, “Protestants are determined that 
the clericalism that has cursed other 
lands shall not take root here. We are 
not bigots when we protest the denials 
of religious liberty by the Roman Cath- 
olic Church in those lands where it is 
powerful enough to determine action by 
the state.” Bishop Oxnam said it is not 
intolerance to “insist that public funds 
be used for the support of public schools 
and not be diverted to _ parochial 
schools” or to “protest the appointment 
of an ambassador to the Vatican, which 
would repudiate the American principle 
that the state does not play religious 
favorites.” He said tension between 
Roman Catholics and Protestants on is- 
sues of religious freedom could be re- 
moved quickly “if both would agree that 
in all matters affecting religious liberty 
we will do unto others as we would be 
done by.” 


Roman Catholic Bishop 
Replies to Oxnam 

A few days later Roman Catholic 
Auxiliary Bishop Francis E. Hyland of 
the Savannah-Atlanta diocese said Bishop 
Oxnam’s Atlanta speech (see above) 
was intended “to sow seeds «f religious 
discord among our Georgia people.” The 
relationship among religious faiths in 
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Georgia, he said, is one of “gracious, 
friendly and truly Christian coopera- 
tion, but perhaps Bishop Oxnam might 
wish that all this were otherwise. I 
sincerely hope not.” At the same meet- 
ing where the Roman Catholic prelate 
made his reply (to the Catholic Lay- 
men’s Association of Georgia) James M. 
O’Neill, of Lakeville, Conn., author and 
educator, called upon Roman Catholic 
laymen to defend their religious views 
from “misinterpretation in order to 
avoid “a period of persecution like 
Catholics endured in the first half of 
the last century.” (RNS) 


Reid Memorial In Augusta 
To Build New Sanctuary 

The Reid Memorial church in Au- 
gusta, where President Eisenhower wor- 
ships on vacation trips, has had its appli- 
cation approved for construction of a 
$297,000 church (with $200,000 in cash 
and pledges) at Walton Way and Johns 
Road. Work is to get underway at once 
on demolition of the present building 
and construction of the new one. The 
Reid Memorial congregation has long 
been too large for the present building. 

. The new Brunswick church, cost- 

ing more than $160,000, has been com- 
pleted and Sunday school groups moved 
into the new quarters in late October. 
.. . Buildings are going up for the Lake- 
wood congregation in Atlanta and 
Ebenezer at Hogansville, the latter a 
modernization project. . . . Four-year- 
old Trinity church, Atlanta, with 630 
members, is in a building campaign to 
erect a $400,000 sanctuary. . . . The Co- 
lumbia church in Decatur recently dedi- 
cated its new education building in ap- 
propriate services. In this growing sec- 
tion alongside the seminary campus, 
the public school is making temporary 
use of the new building. . . . Clairmont, 
the baby church of Atlanta Presbytery 
(organized a year ago), now has 175 
members and finds its new Sunday 
School building already inadequate. 


Extension Program Seen 
In All Presbyteries 

Church extension advances through- 
out the synod include: Recommendation 
of a church in the rapidly growing 
southern section of Savannah, follow- 
ing a survey by Hal H. Hyde there... . 
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The First church, Rome, is taking the 
lead there in starting a new church in 
the western section of the city. . .. The 
125- year-old Smyrna (campground) 
church, for the first time in its history, 
has adopted a full-time program, has a 
resident minister in the manse and will 
carry on its program with no home mis- 
sion funds. . . . New interest is being 
manifested in the reorganization of the 
Sandersville church which was dissolved 
several years ago. Also, the Old South 
Liberty church in Sharon is taking on 
new life. 
Miscellany 
E. Stanley Jones has been secured 
for a December 10 service in Columbus, 
replacing the annual Festival of Faith. 
. The Thomasville church recently 
celebrated its centennial anniversary. 
... Simultaneous evangelistic programs 
are being planned for Savannah and 
Southwest Georgia Presbyteries for next 
spring. 
W. B. CLEMMONS 
Columbus. 


British Leaders Say 
Tide Is Turning 


Presbyterian, USA, News Letter 

Although religious life in England is 
at a low ebb, the tide has turned and 
revitalization is on the way. This was 
the report of representative leaders of the 
Presbyterian Church of England to the 
Presbyterian, USA, General Council at 
its fall meeting in New York. The Eng- 
lish team is to be in this country through 
mid-December and will study the New 
Life Movement, New Life Advance and 
other evangelistic programs in the USA 
church, as well as programs in the US. 
church. Peter McCall, pastor of Bristol, 
England, and H. Burns Jamison, of the 
Ealing church in London, will visit Mem- 
phis, Meridian, Birmingham, Nashville, 
Maryville, Knoxville, Chattanooga and 
Atlanta. Other members of the team 
are Donald Macarthur, of the Walling- 
ton church, and Elizabeth Dorothy Pash, 
secretary-elect of the Women’s Home 
Church Central Committee. 


Laymen Respond to 
Mission-Unity Call 

New approaches in mission and unity 
along functional rather than traditional 
lines will be required if the task is to 
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go forward, in the judgment of Horace 
Ryburn of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions. Dr. Ryburn reported that lay- 
men are making the greatest response 
to the current Call to Mission and Unity 
but he nevertheless feels that new 
methods will be required. After leading 
in the promotion of this emphasis for 
six months Dr. Ryburn is returning to 


One Great Hour Gifts 
Reported at $959,000 
Contributions amounting to $959,000 
are reported received for the 1953 One 
Great Hour of Sharing, representing the 
Presbyterian, USA, response to the ap- 
peal for relief work abroad. The current 
$12,000,000 objective for capital funds 
for new church buildings and aid to 
theological seminaries now stands at 


$11,000,000. 


Emphasis on Giving to a 
Budget Will Be Changed 
“We must get away from asking 


Christians to contribute to a budget,” 
declares the Department of Steward- 
ship. Instead, it says, ‘“‘we must reaffirm 
more forcibly the Christian conviction 
that the church is the instrument of 








his duties in Thailand. 


God’s salvation and that Christians must 





THERE WAS A MAN 
CALLED JOHN CALVIN 
STANDING AT A 
CRITICAL CROSSROAD 
OF HUMAN HISTORY 


As one of the most learned men of his day, 
he believed in education, established schools, 
and built a university. 

“The academy [Calvin’s Geneva University ] 
has lighted the Christian world; it is the strong 
stay of faith, the foundation of the Church, 
the refuge and nursing home of learning and of 
art,” wrote a contemporary in Holland. 

From Calvin’s university, leaders of the Re- 
formed Faith went to Holland, France, Scot- 
land, England, Germany, Switzerland, and on 
to America. 








WHAT HAPPENED? 

Religious faith revived, men _ discovered 
afresh the majesty, the power, the authority of 
God. 

Morals were elevated—‘Man’s chief end is 
to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.” 

Individual worth was established—a man 
was of inestimable value because for him Christ 
died. 

Liberty was declared in many lands, from 
which grew our democracies. 

Presbyterians in the great Calvinistic tradi- 
tion should be concerned about Christian 
Higher Education. 
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become consecrated for the sake of 
their own spiritual growth and the ad- 
vancement of Christ’s Kingdom as it is 
built through the church.” In line with 
this, two steps are being taken: (1) 
Formation of a prayer fellowship to 
pray for the success of the 1955 benevo- 
lence program, and (2) presentation of 
the benevolence program to the 1955 As- 
sembly as the predominant theme of the 
popular meetings. 


Men Will Give Special 
Support to 1954 Program 

As a special project for 1954 the Na- 
tional Council of Presbyterian Men is 
expected to adopt the “Ministry to Serv- 
ice Personnel,” with a special offering 
to be taken next year. 

The Committee on Chaplains and 
Service Personnel will help with pro- 
gram materials which are expected to 
emphasize education in American ideal- 
ism, Protestantism and its contribution, 
and the meaning of democracy and free- 
dom. Chapters of the National Council 
of Presbyterian Men in the western 
states will hold a convocation in Sacra- 
mento, Feb. 12-14, while the national 
convention is scheduled for Chicago, 
March 19-21. 

Miscellany 

Clair McCollough, of Lancaster, Pa., 
has been named chairman of the De- 
partment of Radio and Television, suc- 
ceeding Theodore F. Savage, of New 
York. Outstanding leaders of religious 
broadcasting recently joined in paying 
tribute to the service of Dr. Savage. 
. . . The Council on Theological Educa- 
tion is being asked by the General Coun- 
cil to consider the need of giving more 
effective emphasis to securing the best 
possible young men and women for 
church vocations. It is also asking the 
council to study the place of the ses- 
sion, college, presbytery and seminary 
in united efforts to screen candidates 
effectively. 


Philadelphia. WALTON W. RANKIN. 





Often men and women name 
an inexperienced individual to 
be executor of their wills, and 
thus risk costly mistakes. 


Virginia Trust Company has 
faithfully served the people 
of Virginia as the experi- 
enced executor, guardian and 
trustee for 60 years. We cor- 
dially invite your inquiry. 


Virginia Trust Company 


821 E.Main St. Qa Richmond,Va. 














@ No. 64 in a series on congregational singing 


HYMN FESTIVALS 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


Thousands of Christians in hundreds of 
communities throughout this country 
have joined in hymn festivals. Detroit, 
Atlanta, Portland, Richmond, New York 
and Raleigh are but a few of the larger 
cities where hymn festivals have been 
organized. These inspiring services, 
whether denominational or interdenomi- 
national, have been sponsored by such 
groups as a rural or urban ministerial 
association, an organists’ guild, a music 
club, a presbytery youth committee, a 
council of churches, or the Hymn So- 
ciety of America. 

Under expert leadership and surrounded 
by throngs of singing Christians, a lay- 
man usually gains a completely new 
experience of praise through song. He 
takes a new concept of stimulating sing- 
ing back to his congregation. The seeds 
of positive influence planted by such fes- 
tivals are numberless. 

As a specific example let me sketch 
briefly what was done along this line in 
Richmond, Virginia, a few years ago. 
The local chapter of the American Guild 
of Organists, assisted by the Ministerial 
Association, sponsored a hymn festival 
for Protestant congregations. Because 
of the great interest manifested, it was 
decided to engage the largest civic audi- 
torium available (4,500 capacity). Forty- 
seven vested choirs with more than a 
thousand singers were placed in groups 
of sixty here and there in the vast con- 
gregation. Clergyman from Presbyte- 
rian, Methodist, Baptist and Episcopal 
churches assisted in the actual leader- 
ship of the festival. 





Sydnor Helps Edit New 


Institutional Hymnal 


The musical editor for a new hymnal 
that will serve institutional needs 
throughout the country is James R. 
Sydnor, whose current feature on con- 
gregational singing appears in the next 
column. 

In addition to his service in helping to 
produce the joint Presbyterian hymnal, 
Dr. Sydnor has been selected to help 
develop a book which will be used by 
chaplains in their ministry in institu- 
tional work, including hospitals and 
penal institutions, 

The book, with 150 to 200 hymns, is 
designed to succeed Hymns of Fellow- 
ship and it will appear under auspices of 
the National Council of Churches. 

Chaplain J. Obert Kempson of the 
South Carolina State Hospital in Colum- 
bia is chairman of the committee at 
work on the volume. No publication 
date has been set, 


If this festival had been held in a 
large church it probably would have 
been possible to use the regular hymnal 
of that church. However, for this large 
gathering the festival committee printed 
a sixteen-page booklet, which included 
not only the order of service but also 
the text and music of the hymns plus 
Wesley’s Directions for Singers. It might 
be added parenthetically that the offer. 
ing was sufficient to pay all expenses of 
the festival. 

The first year the following hymns 
were used in the order listed: Crown 
Him With Many Crowns (processional), 
Come, Thou Almighty King; Fairest 
Lord Jesus; Joyful, Joyful, We Adore 
Thee (with descant); He Leadeth Me; 
We Would Be Building; With Happy 
Voices Singing (Children’s Choir of 200 
voices); God That Madest Earth and 
Heaven; and God of Our Fathers, Whose 
Almighty Hand (using three trumpet- 
ers). 

The next year we followed this order: 


One World in Christ 


Organ Preludes based on Hymn Tunes. 
Processional by Festival Choirs, ‘In 

Christ There Is No East or West”’ 
Invocation 


Switzerland: ‘‘All People That on 
Earth Do Dwell’”’ 

Holland: ‘‘We Gather Together’’ 

Italy: ‘‘All Creatures of Our God and 
King”’ 

Scripture Lesson: Micah 4:1-5, in 
unison 

Russia: ‘‘Now on Land and Sea De- 
scending”’ 

England: ‘‘All Beautiful the March of 


Days’”’ (Children’s choirs) 

Germany: ‘A Mighty Fortress Is Our 
God’’ 

Offertory Anthems: ‘‘My Faith Looks 
up to Thee’’ Olivet, and ‘‘For All the 
Saints’’ Sine Nomine 

Finland: ‘Be Still, My Soul’’ 

Wales: ‘‘Guide Me. O Thou Great 
Jehovah’”’ 

Address on theme of festival (10 min- 
utes) 

America: ‘‘O Beautiful for Spacious 
Skies’”’ (with descant) 

Choral Benediction. 


Dr. Reginald L. McCall, executive sec- 
retary of the Hymn Society of America, 
has written a most helpful guide for 
festival committees. This 28-page book- 
let, The Hymn Festival Movement in 
America (35c) may be ordered from the 
Hymn Society at 297 Fourth Avenue, 
New York 10. 


NEXT WEEK: Congregational re 
hearsals. 
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A World of Opportunity for All 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for November 29, 1953 


Deuteronomy 24:14-15, 19; Amos 5:10-15, 24; II Thess. 3:7-10 


“We hold these truths to be self-evi- 
dent, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable rights, that 
among these are life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness’’—so reads the Dec- 
laration of Independence, which has 
formulated for all time the great Ameri- 
can ideal. It is an ideal rooted and 
grounded in Scripture. But how is this 
ideal to be realized? 


|. Through Benevolence 


There are some who will never enjoy 
the right to life, liberty, or the pursuit 
of happiness—except through the benev- 
olence or aid of their more fortunate 
neighbors. 

It is one of the glories of the Mosaic 
Law that God is represented as the 
Defender of the weak. Thus in Dt. 
24:14-15 we have a law for the protec- 
tion of the hired servant whether he be 
of native or foreign extraction. 


“He shall not be oppressed and his 
wages shall be paid each day because 
God is especially concerned with, and is 
the protector of, the poor. If the latter 
cry out to God in complaint against a 
Master, God will certainly hear and 
count it sin against the master (cf, Lev. 
19:13; Mal. 3:5; Jas. 5:4). This law 
and vss. 6-1, 10-13, 17-18, 19-22 are all 
specific examples of the manner in which 
the Israelite’s understanding of God’s 
righteousness governed the laws for the 
treatment of others. The God who had 
saved Israel from slavery, it is inferred, 
was one who was the special protector of 
the poor and the weak . . . who lacked 
the means or the ability to care for 
themselves. The whole economy existed 
not for the special benefit of the strong, 
but for the purpose of supplying need, 
which meant that special attention must 
be given to the welfare of the weak. 
Hence the focus of attention in the law 
is not on the rights of the strong but on 
those of the weak which the strong are 
inclined to neglect or deny to their own 
profit.’” (Interpreter’s Bible) 


In Moses’ time there were no labor 
unions to secure higher wages and to 
improve the lot of the laboring man. 
The hired servant in general received a 
very meager wage. And if he did not 
receive his money when it was due it 
would not be easy for him to buy the 
necessities which his family required for 
the coming week. Labor has greatly 
improved its lot since that time, but 
there are still many to whom Moses’ 
words would literally apply and the 
principle itself is unchanged. 

In Dt, 25:19 we have a law for the 
benefit of the sojourner, the fatherless 
and the widow. The sojourner (RSV) or 
Stranger (KJV) was the foreigner or 
outsider who made his home among the 
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Israelites. In olden times he had no 
“rights,’’ no assured protection. There 
was no ambassador or consul to whom 
he could appeal. He had to accept the 
treatment he received and make the 
best of it. Even in our own land today, 
after almost two thousand years of 
Christian history, there is hatred, con- 
tempt and prejudice against ‘‘strangers”’ 
who do not fit in with our accepted 
ways of doing things. In ancient times 
it was worse. In most lands their lot 
was rather miserable. Only in Israel 
do we find religion throwing its protec- 
tion about the ‘‘stranger.”’ 

Widows and orphans are singled out 
because they are so often helpless, and 
so often, therefore, the prey of design- 
ing men. That is true even in our own 
day; it was even more true in ancient 
times, when women were more helpless 
than today, and when few laws existed 
for their protection. Throughout the 
Old Testament these two groups are 
presented as special objects of God’s 
care and consideration. 

Because so many of these three 
classes (sojourners, widows and or- 
phans) were unable to support them- 
selves the Mosaic Law provided that 
they should be allowed to glean for 
themselves in the harvest fields, and 
that the reapers should leave some of 
the grain for their benefit. 

It was work that Moses had in mind. 
The grain was not to be given to the 
needy without some effort on their own 
part—that would have proved demoral- 
izing. 

Society was organized very simply in 
Moses’ time and simple remedies would 
suffice. The same remedy is not possi- 
ble in our more complicated society, but 
the principle abides. There are some 
whom we must help to help themselves. 
The Christian world which we are called 
to build is a world of opportunity for all 
not only to maintain themselves, but 
also to better their lot. Some will not 
have this opportunity unless we are 
willing to give time, thought, and 
money. 


il. Through Justice 


There will always be need for Chris- 
tian benevolence for those who, for one 
reason or another, are compelled to 
rely upon their neighbors’ generosity, 
but it is justice that men as a whole 
desire, and if justice is denied them the 
social structure is imperiled. So it was 
in Amos’ day. 

Israel, at the time, seemed to have 
reached the height of its prosperity, 
greater prosperity certainly than it had 


enjoyed since the days of David and 
Solomon. To the ordinary observer it 
seemed that the land was flourishing 
politically, economically and religiously. 
The borders of the kingdom had been 
extended on every side, trade had de- 
veloped, fortunes were being amassed, 
the temples were crowded with wor- 
shippers. Under such circumstances, 
probably during one of the festivals, 
Amos came suddenly upon the nation 
with his message of impending doom. 

In 5:1-3 the prophet pictures the na- 
tion as a young woman, who is suddenly 
stricken to the ground, where she lies 
prostrate, with none to lift her up. Then, 
dropping the figure, he speaks more 
plainly. The nation which stands now at 
the height of its prosperity shall soon be 
destroyed: the city that went forth a 
thousand shall have a hundred left, and 
that which went forth a hundred shall 
have but ten. Two reasons are given 
for this approaching catastrophe: first, 
Israel had failed to seek the Lord 
(5:4-9); and second, she has trampled 
upon the poor (5:10-15). 


Just how the rich trampled upon the 
poor we are not told. Perhaps they 
charged high rents or raised the costs of 
living by monopolies, or paid such mis- 
erable wages that their employees could 
not earn a decent livelihood, or used 
violence against ‘‘agitators’’ who sought 
to unite the laboring class so that they 
could improve their working conditions, 
or introduced the stretchout system into 
industry. Perhaps they did not wish to 
trample upon the poor. It may be that 
they were kindly men who would like to 
have paid a fair wage, but they were 
caught in a competitive system, where 
it was difficult for any business to sur- 
vive, and so they were forced to build 
their fortunes on the bent backs of men 
and women and little children. 


We are not quite certain what is meant 
by exactions of wheat. They were, how- 
ever, enforced gifts. Perhaps it was a 
way the rich had to evade the law re- 
garding rent or interest. Unscrupulous 
men have various ways of taking their 
toll from the poor. 

Amos realized what has been illus- 
trated again and again in history, that 
wealth unequitably distributed, in the 
end vanishes; civilization built on in- 
justice cannot endure. ‘Because you 
trample upon the poor and take from 
him exactions of wheat, you have built 
houses of hewn stone, but you shall not 
dwell in them; you have planted pleas- 
ant vineyards, but you shall not drink 
their wine.’”’ In this case the day of 
reckoning was close at hand. 

Some may wonder why the govern- 
ment did not come to the aid of the poor 
man in Amos’ day, or why he could 
not secure justice from the courts, Amos 
tells us. The men who should have 
cared for his interests had been bribed, 
perhaps by direct gifts of money, per- 
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haps by gifts of stock (or its equivalent), 
perhaps by an understanding that they 
would be taken care of, perhaps by 
social or political recognition. There 
are various ways by which a man may 
be bribed. By some such means the 
needy were turned aside in the gates 
(i. e., in the courts, in the legislative 
halls, in the administration of the affairs 
of state) from their rights. Because 
the dice were so loaded, said Amos, a 
prudent man (that is, a man who cared 
for his own safety, his own advance- 
ment) would remain silent, even in the 
face of flagrant injustice. Quite evi- 
dently it was not only unpopular (vs. 
10), but also costly to stand up for the 
rights of the people in Amos’ day, 

Because the nation had failed to seek 
God, and because it had failed to pro- 
vide justice for the poor, it was bound to 
fall, said Amos, There was hope, how- 
ever, that something might be saved 
from the wreckage, and so Amos ex- 
horted his hearers: ‘‘Seek good and not 
evil, that you may live, and so the Lord, 
the God of hosts, will be with you, as 
you have said. Hate evil and love good 
and establish justice in the gate (that is, 
in the courts, in the legislative halls, 
etc.); it may be that the Lord, the God 
of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant 
of Joseph’’—that is, to the surviving 
fraction of the nation. 

For the nation as a whole, however, 
Amos saw no hope. And so he returns 
to his initial theme—a time of wailing 
is at hand, the prosperity of the nation 
will vanish, lamentations will be heard 
on every hand (16-17). 

But what of the church people who 
were looking forward to the day when 
God would manifest his power? They 
expected the day of the Lord to be a 
day of triumph, as we hope the end of 
life or the end of the world will be for 
us. Said Amos: “It is darkness and 
not light, as if a man fled from a lion 
and a bear met him.’’ He proceeded to 
deliver God’s indictment of their re- 
ligion: ‘‘I hate, I despise your feasts, 
and I take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies.”’ We are apt to miss the 
force of this indictment, because the 
forms of our religion have changed. We 
might paraphrase as follows: ‘“‘TI hate, I 
despise your Sunday schools, and I will 
take no delight in your church gather- 
ings. Even though you offer me your 
money and your vows, I will not accept 
them; neither will I regard the petitions 
of your lips. Take away from me the 
noise of your songs, for I will not hear 
the melody of your choirs.”’ 

What was wrong with their worship? 
Was it because they worshipped idols? 
There is no suggestion of that. These 
were the people who desired the day of 
the Lord (corresponding to the second 
coming of Christ). Was it because they 
followed the wrong forms? There is no 
reason why we should believe that. God 
had commanded them to worship him 
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with meal offerings and burnt offerings 


and peace offerings. Was it because 
they were unorthodox, modernists per- 
haps in their beliefs? There is no sug- 
gestion of that. Why is it then that 
God so indiginantly repudiates their 
worship? 

It all comes out in the last verse of 
the paragraph: ‘‘Let justice roll down 
like waters, and righteousness like an 
everflowing stream.’’ These people were 
zealous in their worship of God. They 
looked for the day of his triumph in the 
world, but they were not concerned with 
securing justice for the poor or estab- 
lishing righteousness in the nation in 
their own day. Therefore their worship 
was valueless in God’s sight; therefore 
the day of the Lord for which they 
longed would be for them darkness and 
not light, as if a man did flee from a 
lion and a bear met him. 


In the first part of his message Amos 
flags those who trample upon the poor. 
In the second part of his message he 
pronounces a special woe upon religious 
folk who may not themselves oppress 
the poor, but who let their religion be- 
come a substitute for action, upon de- 
vout folk who look for the second com- 
ing of Christ and who put much em- 
phasis upon the church, but who are not 
willing to work that justice and right 
dealing may prevail throughout the land. 

Does Amos’ indictment of Israel apply 
to other lands in modern times? Would 
the inequitable distribution of wealth, 
the injustice to which the masses were 
subject, help to explain the revolutions 
which have taken place and are now 
taking place in various parts of the 
world? Does Amos’ indictment of Is- 
rael’s religion apply to our present-day 
religion? Are church people really in- 
terested in the establishment of justice 
and righteousness in the nation, in the 


world? Is there an individual gospel? 
Is so, what is it? Is there a social 
gospel? If so, what is it? How can 


the churches today fulfill their responsi- 
bility that justice may roll down as 
waters and righteousness as a mighty 
stream? What would such a stream 
sweep away in our economic relations, 
in our racial relationships, in our politi- 
cal relationships, in our international 
relationships? 


I!], Through Self-Help 


A world of opportunity for all is the 
American ideal, embedded in the open- 
ing words of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. Some are denied this oppor- 
tunity because of misfortunes for which 
they are not responsible. They have a 
right to our consideration. Some are 
denied this opportunity because the 
strong have trampled upon the weak. 
They have a right to our protection. But 
no one can expect such opportunity if 
he is not willing to do what he can for 
himself. 


Moses, as we have seen, was a wise 
legislator. He did not offer a dole to 
the indigent, but an opportunity to labor 
for their own livelihood. 

In his second letter to the Thessalon. 
ians Paul suggests that every Christian 
who is capable of doing so must in some 
real sense earn his own living. As usual 
the principle is developed not abstractly 
but concretely, in connection with a 
practical problem faced by the church 
to which the apostle is writing: ‘We 
hear that some of you are living in idle 
ness, mere busybodies, not doing any 
work’’ (vs, 11). It is generally assumed 
from hints in this and the previous 
letter that the Christians to whom he 
refers were so strongly convinced that 
Christ was about to return that they had 
given up their jobs and were living off 
the support which the church furnished 
for the poor and needy. There may 
have been some other explanation of 
their idleness. But that is beside the 
point. The principle stands in any case. 
“Such persons we command and ex- 
hort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their 
work in quietness (rather than as busy- 
bodies, minding everyone’s business ex- 
cept their own), and to earn their own 
living. 

In this passage Paul sets forth three 
reasons for his injunction. First of all 
he pleads his own example (vss. 7-9); 
then he reminds them of his repeated 
teaching: ‘‘If anyone will not work, let 
him not eat’’ (vs, 10). Finally he states, 
‘‘We command and exhort in the Lord 
Jesus Christ’? (vs. 12). In other words, 
this obligation is in line with the teach- 
ings of our Lord; it is what he would 
urge if he were here; it is what he 
actually does say through me whom he 
has chosen as his apostle. 


During the days of the great depres- 
sion there were some people who were 
quite content to live on a government 
dole. No doubt they were in a very 
small minority; but there are always 
some like this. In every sizable com- 
munity now there are those who seek to 
live off the charity of their neighbors, 
who are quite adept in securing financial 
aid from the churches, preying on the 
sympathies of the followers of Christ. 
Social workers feel that all such cases 
should be carefully investigated and 
checked against the records of the social 
service organizations, that it is not wise 
to give money indiscriminately to beg- 
gars; that too often we encourage un- 
worthy men and women to live in idle 
ness. Those who cannot support them- 
selves must be supported by their neigh- 
bors; but in church and state we do 
well to remember Paul’s words, ‘If any- 
one will not work, let him not eat’’; and 
not merely to remember them, but to 
seek how they may be put into practice. 


Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


STRANGE TEXTS BUT GRAND 
TRUTHS. By Clarence E. Macartney. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville 
and New York. 192 pp., $2.50. 

This book is very similar to the other 
pooks of sermons published by Dr. 
Macartney. He begins with a word pic- 
ture with an event from the Bible and 
then drives home three or four impor- 
tant points drawn from the study. The 
only way in which the characters of 
this book are different from the others 
is that they are based on strange texts 
which makes you wonder what he can do 
with them, such as: ‘‘A Woman Slew 
Him,’’ ‘‘In the Whale’s Belly,’ and 
“Gashmu Saith It.’’ There are seven- 
teen such messages in this collection of 
sermons by Dr. Clarence Macartney, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Pittsburgh, for twenty-five years. 

GEORGE M. WEBB. 

Knoxville, Tenn, 





THE GAME OF LIVING. 
Van Keuren. Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
New York. 148 pp., $2.50. 

Taking as his thesis that living is 
like a game from which we will get 
much more if we know and play accord- 
ing to the rules, the author attempts to 
determine and encourage the reader to 
play by those rules. ‘‘Certain of the 
rules of the Game are standardized and 
unalterable, like the laws or rules of 
Nature. Some of the rules are 
changeable, evolving and expanding in 
the light of experience, and by the 
common consent of the players.” 

“It is with these essentials in the 
Game of Living, and with their practical 
application in everybody’s life, that this 
book deals,’’ the author claims, and in 
the main the claim is borne out. The 
exceptions are those chapters in which 
he deals with ‘‘Science’’ and philosophy. 
Well and entertainingly written, the book 
has popular appeal, 

ALEXANDER HENRY, 

Fairfield, Ala. 


By Floyd 


SERMONS I LOVE TO PREACH. By 
Edgar DeWitt Jones. Harper and Bros., 
New York. 191 pp., $2.50. 

The author is one of America’s out- 
standing preachers and almost any ser- 
mon produced by him would be good. 
This book has fifteen in it that will re- 
pay careful reading. They will furnish 
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many seed-thoughts and titles for ser- 
mons. The introduction, in which the 
author ‘‘shares sermonic secrets with 
the reader,”’ is a better lecture on homi- 
letics that most textbooks on the sub- 
ject. These sermons are of great value 
to any minister and would be enjoyed by 
any thoughtful Christian. 
WILLIAM BOURNE CLEMMONS. 
Columbus, Ga. 


LIFE’S EVERYDAY QUESTIONS. By 
G. Avery Lee. Broadman Press, Nash- 
ville. 123 pp., $1.75. 

This is a book of sermons, designed 
especially to meet the needs of college 
students and those primarily concerned 
with older young people. It is a fine 
specimen of specialized preaching. The 
author meets his audience on their level, 
speaks their language and ministers to 
their particular needs. His insights and 
understanding uncover wide experience 
and his quotations and illustrations re- 
veal extensive reading from a variety of 
sources, 


Striking sentences enliven the reading 
and explain, in part, Dr. Lee’s popular- 
ity with his student audience. To illus- 
trate: ‘‘Others try to drown their sor- 
rows in alcohol, but sorrows learn how 
to swim.” Or this: ‘‘All vogue on the 
outside—all vague on the inside’’ is his 
description of the modern, sophisticated 
American. 


Because the preaching is prescriptive 
rather than prophetic, there is an im- 
balance between the immediate and the 
ultimate. He does say, ‘‘Seeing the 
ultimate, we reach it by means of the 
immediate’’; but it is difficult to see the 
ultimate when the focus is almost en- 
tirely on the immediate. It is neces- 
sary, therefore, that we remember that 
this is specialized preaching; for such 
an approach usually results in this dis- 
proportionate emphasis. 
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FOR SALE—NEW MONTREAT 

South Carolina Terrace. Large corner lot, 
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, electric kitchen, big 
fireplace, pine paneling, red siding. Will sell 
furnished or unfurnished. Terms. Write 
Box 593, Black Mountain, N. C 
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Young people will enjoy these very 
helpful messages. Parents, concerned 
with answers that interest and enlighten, 
will find them invaluable aids. Preach- 
ers who need to vary expository efforts, 
can learn from this demanding preacher 
with the ear of young people and the 
concern that their consecration not be 
cheapened by the easy answers. These 
are sermons which in Christ give to 
young men and women bread for their 
day, 

WILLIAM M., BOYCE. 

Charlotte, N. C, 





Proclaiming the truths of the 
Bible is the prime task of the 
Sunday school teacher. 
BROADMAN COMMENTS, 1954 
POINTS FOR EMPHASIS, 1954 
make the major points clear, 
concise— 
easily 
understood 







BROADMAN COMMENTS is 
published yearly to help teachers 
prepare interest- -provoking, Bible- 


centered lessons. Here is a com- 
mentary on the _ International 
Sunday school lessons, Uniform 
Series, which is practical and satis- 
fying help for class members also. 


$2.25 
POINTS FOR EMPHASIS. 


pocket size, gives an introduction, 
a summary, and comments op 
every lesson—with a brief ap- 
plication to contemporary living. 
Includes daily Bible readings. In 
its thirty-seventh edition. 
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42 cents 
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To some, a bank is a vault with a time 
lock to keep money safe. 
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interest. 
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THE CASE FOR UNION 


A 16-page brochure giving clear, readable 
- mao -- as statements in regard to union, produced by 

the Sponsoring Committee for Presbyterian 
Duke University Library EY WANT IT! Reunion. Some of these items are reprinted 
from The Outlook because they are so good, 
Among the features: ’ 
Duroaw, N. C. L-1ll s—Ashe- 100—Tarboro, N. C. A Primer on Presbyterian Union. Frank H, 


le N. C. 
100—Dearborn, Caldwell 
a: What Is Back of the Plan of Union? Thomas 


t 
’ K. Young 
M | N | S T F he | AL 25—Huntington, 100—Richmond, Ky. What Is the Plan of Union? A summary 
W. Va. 


50—Prattville, Ala. The Objections Are Not Valid. A group of 
distinguished ministers 


50—Richmond, Va. 100—Raeford, N. C. Will the Church Be Split Wide Open? Chas. 
M E N 7 | O N 50—Williamsburg, 100—Lake Charles, L. King 
Vo le. Answers to Oft-Repeated Questions 


; Presbyterian USA Elders Call to Reunion 
50—Bennington, Why | Favor Unions: 


. mig Okla. Walter L. Lingle P. Frank Price 
William E. Garrison, Roswell, Ga., 50—Reidsville, 30—Atlanta, Ga. James A. Jones John R. Cunningham 


will become pastor of the First church, N. C. Robt. W. Gibson Ralph Waldo Lloyd 


50—P: ille, Ky. 
North Little Rock, Ark., this month. 150—Trenton, Tenn. rig ey Lachine oe 


i Frank W. Price 
Edward (Ted) H. Johnson, for the past 125—Old Hickory, eae oe You will want copies for all your leading 
six years secretary of the Student Volun- Tene. a people—for every home. PRICE: 10 for $1 
teer Movement for the U. S, and Canada, : ’ (minimum); 25 for $2; 50 for $3.50; $6 per 
has been named secretary of the Board O—Gee Antonia, 50—Red Springs, Sage wel Se Gel ee 
Texas N. C. companies order. 
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